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The big questions

• How should the US military be organized to meet the changing 
space domain and threat environment?

• What can be done to protect current space capabilities and deter 
attacks?

• How can the U.S. accelerate the development of new capabilities 
and architectures to meet future threats?

• How does the globalizing/commercializing space domain impact 
U.S. response to space threats?
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2010 National Space Policy
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https://aerospace.org/sites/default/files/policy_archives/
National%20Space%20Policy%2028Jun10.pdf
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• Space is becoming increasingly 
congested, contested, and 
competitive

2011 National Security Space Strategy
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https://fas.org/man/eprint/resilience.pdf
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“Fix it” Moment

• At some point in late 2013 or early 2014, a new National 
Intelligence Estimate (NEI) was done on adversary counterspace 
programs

– Likely driven by the recent spate of Russian & Chinese ASAT tests and 
RPO activities

– Reportedly it goes all the way to POTUS who says “unacceptable, fix it”

• NSC launches the Strategic Space Portfolio Review (SPR) in summer 
of 2014, which concludes:

– must be able to identify a threat in space

– must ensure that US space capabilities can withstand aggressive 
counterspace programs

– must be able to counter the space capabilities of adversaries that 
target U.S. forces
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Closer engagement with allies
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https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/603303/strat
com-dod-sign-space-operations-agreement-with-allies/
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Space as a warfighting domain
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https://www.af.mil/Portals/1/documents/af%20events/Speeches/A
FSPC-DefendingOurEdge-GenHyten-AFA.pdf
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Space war comes to 60 Minutes
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https://www.cbsnews.com/news/rare-look-at-space-
command-satellite-defense-60-minutes/
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Defining space mission assurance
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http://fas.org/man/eprint/resilience.pdf
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Shift towards a “warfighting” culture

• Stronger integration between military and IC on space

– Joint Space Doctrine and Tactics Forum (JSDTF)

– Improve collaboration and coordination on space operations

– Develop tactics, techniques, and procedures for responding to attacks 
on space capabilities

• Renewed focus on operating in a contested environment

– Creation of the Joint Interagency and Combined Space Operations 
Center (JICSpOC) at Schriever AFB, CO

– “Experiment” with scenarios
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“I hope to never fight a war in space. It’s bad for the world. Kinetic [anti-
satellite weaponry] is horrible for the world. But if war does extend into 
space, we have to have offensive and defensive capabilities to respond with, 
and Congress has asked us to explore what those capabilities would be. 

- General John Hyten
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Enter the PDSA
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Congress enters the picture
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More organizational “change”
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Space Corps fails to pass Congress
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So long, PDSA
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New Administration, Similar Policies
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https://aerospace.csis.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Trump-
National-Space-Strategy.pdf
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…and more organizational change…
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…and more …
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….and more…
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…and more
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A new Defense Space Strategy
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https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jun/17/2002317391/-1/-
1/1/2020_DEFENSE_SPACE_STRATEGY_SUMMARY.PDF
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And a new National Space Policy
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https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/National-Space-Policy.pdf
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The big questions

• How should the US military be organized to meet the changing 
space domain and threat environment?

• What can be done to protect current space capabilities and deter 
attacks?

• How can the U.S. accelerate the development of new capabilities 
and architectures to meet future threats?

• How does the globalizing/commercializing space domain impact 
U.S. response to space threats?
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Thank you. Questions?

bweeden@swfound.org

24


